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PUBLIC RADIO FROM ISU 
MANAGER'S MEMO 
When I write one of these memos, I always 
begin by looking at last year's Guide just to see 
what things were like then ... what the station was doing, 
what was on my mind. The last two Novembers, I found myself 
reporting on the success of our Fall fund-raising effort. While 
those drives approached (but didn't meet) their goals, they did 
meet our immediate needs for cash. 
This Fall's drive was very different. As of this writing (the 
week following the drive), our total is down 19% from the 
previous year and our costs to purchase programming are up 
25%. 
You don't need an accountant to figure out what that means. 
Simple mathematics sometimes lead to difficult realities. 
Our drive total is a little over $5000. "A Prairie Home 
Companion" costs nearly $4000 ($45 per week carriage fee plus 
network dues). Newly instituted carriage fees for weekend All 
Things Considered and the National Public Radio arts and 
performance programming we carry (including radio drama, The 
Flea Market, Sidran on Record) amount to $4000. 
Those fees, of course, account for only a fraction of the 133 
hours of programming we offer you every week. And, of course, 
there are costs (staff, records, engineering time, etc.) built into 
every minute we are on the air. 
That is our situation. I hope that, if your membership is up 
for renewal, you will renew promptly. If you haven't yet made an 
additional gift to the station, please do so promptly. 
Only with your continued support can we maintain what we 
have worked so hard to create - our public radio station. 
GIVE THE WORLD A SECOND THOUGHT 
ON SUNDAYS 
If a steady diet of football on Sundays leaves you hungry for news 
of the outside world, consider our Sunday afternoon line-up. It provides 
a buffet of in-depth reporting, late-breaking news and historical 
perspective. 
At 2:30 PM, State Week in Review takes you to Springfield for 
a discussion of the people, politics and issues shaping Illinois. 
The lively and informative round-table discussion is produced by 
WSSR, the National Public Radio affiliate in Springfield, and moderated 
by news and public affairs director Rich Bradley. He is joined by the 
editor of the Springfield State Journal-Register, political scientists from 
the Sangamon State University public affairs reporting and legislative 
studies programs, a member of the statehouse press corps, and WSSR 
statehouse bureau chief Mary Frances Fagan. Together, they make the 
major activities of the State government understandable. 
At 3:00 PM, Washington Week in Review takes a look at the 
news events of the week from the perspective of the nation's capital. 
The format sounds quite simple: veteran Washington journalist 
Paul Duke and a changing panel of correspondents from major 
newspapers and magazines chat about the week's events. But when 
many of the best journalists covering the capital talk to each other, the 
result is a lot of information, a tone of dispassionate inquiry and the 
Alfred Du Pont - Columbia University award for outstanding journalistic 
achievement. 
Then, at 3:30 PM, Dr. John Freed and his guests discuss some of 
history's greatest villains on The Past is Prologue. This month's line-
up includes: Michael Drompp discussing Genghis Khan (November 3); 
Sharon MacDonald discussing King John (November 10); an evaluation 
of Frederick II by John Freed (November 17); and a discussion of 
Bluebeard with Carl Ekberg. 
Finally, at 4:00 PM, All Things Considered, America's most 
celebrated radio newsmagazine, will catch you up on late-breaking 
news, provide a little humor, satire, human interest, and commentary. 
Give the world a second thought on Sunday ... on FM 89. 
CLASSICAL REQUESTS 
THE "U ASKED FOR IT" DA VS 
Every Tuesday and Thursday, WGLT takes 
requests for classical music. But, that simple 
statement doesn't begin to describe the reasons 
we do it or some of the funny things that have 
happened since we began doing it several years ago. 
"We started taking requests for classical music to round out 
our program offerings," said music director Tim Emmons. 
"Everyone-listeners and announcers alike-has their own taste. 
The request days allow listeners to express their tastes rather 
than listening to ours all the time." 
The works requested frequently include the most popular 
classical selections-pieces most people can hum along with. 
That does pose a small programming problem. 
"We've had to establish a rotation for the more popular 
classical works," Emmons said. "We keep track of requests and 
try to avoid playing a piece twice in the same month. But we still 
try to honor the listeners requests by playing similar music, a 
lesser-known work by the same composer ... whatever we can 
do." 
In addition to requests by title, WGL T announcers frequently 
receive calls from listeners asking for the music from "Sophie's 
Choice" or "The Elephant Man" or even "The Masterpiece 
Theater theme." 
"It certainly keeps us on our toes," Emmons commented. 
"We periodically even have people call and hum or whistle a few 
bars of a piece they'd like to hear. They don't know its composer 
or title but they like the music. Those are the fun requests to 
honor." 
And, on the other end of the spectrum some listeners request 
an entire volume of works by a single somposer in chronological 
sequence ... one each request day. One listener, when asked 
about it after the tenth consecutive request, indicated she had the 
scores for all the requested works and was refining her 
conducting skills. 
For whatever reason, your requests for classical music are 
welcome Tuesdays and Thursdays at 438-5431. 
l 
A "BEHIND THE PHONES" VIEW 
BY LEANNE MCJLLER 
From time to time, we ask one of our student 
interns to offer their perspective on FM 89. Leanne 
Muller is a Senior Communication major from 
Woodridge, Illinois. She is currently an intern in our 
development office. 
After one month at WGLT, one memory that 
stands out is the Fall fund drive. When Terry Bush 
told me the station was conducting the drive, I 
assumed it was to raise extra money. I thought that's what fund drives 
were for. 
So I reported to work Monday, day one of the drive, and was 
assigned to cover a pledge phone. I had no calls during that two hour 
shift. I didn't think much of it, but on the second day I became 
concerned. It was a repeat of the first-no calls. 
The next day, I handled my first phone call. I was so excited. I 
gave the caller my sexy voice: 
"Hello, WGLT pledge line ... uh, no, this is not Pizza World." 
During the drive week, in short, I got a lot of homework done but, 
to be honest, I would have preferred answering the phone. (Who likes 
to do homework, anyway?) 
This doleful conclusion to the fund drive puzzled me. Why weren't 
people calling? I knew it couldn't be the on-air pitches because they 
would have motivated me to call at least twice during the week. (As a 
dedicated gum-chewer, the pitches about spending 35¢ on a pack of 
gum a week amounting to nearly a $20 pledge really hit home with me. 
I buy at least two packs of gum a week.) 
That's why I don't understand the silent phones during the week. I 
do understand now that the drive wasn't designed to raise "extra" 
money as I had thought at first. It is an essential means of raising 
essential money to program the station. 
But there just weren't that many calls. And we're all still wondering 
why. 
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